
 

 

A P R I L  2 0 1 0  

Calendar of Events 

.com 
PrimatesPeru 

Six Months of Field Work 

 

Calendar of Events    1       

Featured Creature          2 
Holly’s First Stakeouts    3 

Erin’s off to Ohio             4 
From the Blog     5 
 

 
Latest News 

 
Two new groups taking the 

bait 
 

Farewell and good luck to 
Emma Wallace, Karina 

Klonoski, and Erin Kane 
 

Welcome to new teammate 
Holly McCready 

 
Mini Watsa awarded research 
grant from the International 

Primatological Society 
 
 

 

April 
17th 
Holly McCready 
arrives at CICRA 

April 
18th 

New group of 6 
individuals takes 
banana bait 

 

April 
29th 

Mrinalini Watsa 
awarded IPS 
grant for 
PrimatesPeru!! 

Misguided Politics in the Amazon 
It is with great regret that we inform you of, Peruvian 
President, Alan Garcia’s latest plans for the Amazon.  
Garcia’s all-too-well-known opinion that unused 
rainforest is a waste of resources has manifested in a 
contract to supply Brazil with power for the next 20 
years or so.  To do this, Garcia has won approval to 
build several hydroelectric dams along many of the 
Amazon’s most precious rivers.  The impact is sure to 
be devastating and we are hoping for an intervention! 



 

 
2 

SPRING 2012 THE LOREM IPSUMS 

Boa constrictor constrictor– Red-Tailed Boa 
This month we decided to emphasize the photography!  Quick facts: The 
B.c.constrictor is 1 to 4 meters long, sexually dimorphic, nocturnal, solitary, and 
nonvenomous. It can sense heat via cells in its lips, and is most aggressive when 
shedding skin.  It is more exploited than any other snake, for the U.S. pet trade. 

Featured Creature 
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…So first let me explain the stakeouts.  Each morning we take our caller monkey, 
Chiky, out in his travel cage and place him near the trapping contraption that is set up in 
the forest.  We put bananas up all over the traps and hang them from the nearby 
trees.  This takes considerable skill seeing as the ladder is a bit sketchy and the bananas are 
getting very, very ‘ripe’.  After everything is in place we crawl into our blind, which is 
really just a tarp and mesh netting hanging over us to keep the bugs away.  We play 
tamarin calls over a loudspeaker and allow Chiky to call the other groups in.  Then we 
wait… 

My first day at the stakeout was a great success with the saddlebacks.  Two members 
of the group we are trying to lure to the traps came down and fed on our bananas for the 
first time!  This particular trapping spot has been set up for about two weeks and this is the 
first time that this group has been tempted down.  This means that over the next few days 
the tamarins will hopefully come closer and closer to the traps and eventually will be 
comfortable enough to eat inside the traps. 

It looks like the bananas were a hit with the group!  The second day the whole group 
showed up to eat and gorged themselves on bananas for well over two hours.  They seemed 
entirely content to spend the whole morning eating bananas (forget the anona fruit!) until 
they heard trees crashing in the distance and something large coming closer. The tamarins 
booked it out of the area just as a troop of saki monkeys came into view high up in the 
canopy.  Sakis are big, silvery, hairy beasts with a low growly call that would intimidate 
most forest creatures.  Five sakis noisily traveled through the trees above us, occasionally 
stopping to check us out when we got over-eager with our cameras or moved too much in 
our blind.  But just fifteen minutes after the sakis moved out of sight the tamarin group was 
right back to feeding on our delicious bananas.  That’s where we left them as we headed 
back to camp to catch Chiky his grasshopper buffet. 

I didn’t think that day three could get much livelier than the previous two but I was 
wrong.  The gluttonous tamarin group returned 
first thing in the morning but they didn’t stay long.  A group of 
capuchins chased them off as they leaped from branch to branch above us and then quickly 
out of sight.  Suddenly Erin and I heard a rumbling in the underbrush.   We grabbed our 
binoculars, craned our necks and looked all around until we saw a coati crawl straight up 
the tree in front of us.  I’ve been waiting years to see a coati!  Their range extends up into 
Arizona but I’ve never seen one except in a zoo.  The coati investigated for a while and 
then slowly scampered away. Minutes later we thought we heard him come rustling back 
when we saw another long-bodied furball crawl up the tree.  Then Erin yelled, “It’s a 
tayra!” Tayras are known to eat tamarins so in our attempt to protect Chiky we came flying 
out of the blind in our socks and ran straight at the tayra.  He took off running and Chiky 
was safe!  Chiky spent the rest of the morning in our blind getting treated to both bugs and 
attention. 

So, basically, we’re on some sort of rainforest super-highway.  Or maybe we were 
simply in the right place at the right time.  Either way it has been 
more than I could have expected in my first week at CICRA.   By Holly McCready 
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Concluding remarks from Erin Kane 
 

I came into this project hoping to decide whether or not primatology was where I could 
see myself working happily for the rest of my life. The answer, happily, is “Yes,” though with 
some qualifications. Like anything done 12 hours a day, 7 days a week, the thrill of being in a 
rainforest following monkeys begins to wear off, leaving you to settle into a routine of long 
days and lots of focus. Conditions can be rough, and every now and then you have an encounter 
with a bushmaster or a pile of jaguar poop, or a branch falling a little too close to your head. 
Then you get a little jumpy all over again and have to reacclimatize to this fairly crazy 
environment, letting certain stimulate fade into the background and bring others to the forefront. 

A Guenon, Erin’s favorite monkeys 
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Days have been punctuated with flashes of excitement for all of us – a different 
species of monkey, twins foraging on their own, mating bouts lasting for 42 seconds, a 
tapir stampeding past a trap. For me, many of these flashes have been related to feeding 
and mixed-species interactions. I came into this project interested in how forests can 
support so many species of monkeys behaving very similarly ecologically. Watching our 
monkeys forage in one tree with two other kinds of monkey has been really fantastic – I 
love it when things I’ve learned about show up in real life. It’s not something a lot of 

people get to say, but I really 
have seen my Primate 
Biogeography class in action!  

 
I plan to keep watching 

monkeys foraging in mixed-
species associations and 
hopefully come up with some 
actual questions and 
experiments in community 
ecology during the course of 
my graduate study at Ohio 
State University.  My focus, 
though, will switch from 
South American monkeys in 
mixed-species associations to 
West and Central African 
monkeys. Spurred on by 

watching tamarins interact with other monkeys, I plan to explore the interactions of 
guenons and other primates in a particularly rich forest in Côte d’Ivoire. Guenons are a 
fairly unknown group of forest-dwelling, mostly fruit-eating monkeys spread across the 
forests of Equatorial Africa. As well as providing a great natural experiment to help 
understand the effects of environmental variation on monkey behavior, they’re all pretty 
charismatic and attractive monkeys. I don’t know what questions will present themselves 
yet, but my time with PrimatesPeru has begun to give me the tools to develop my own 
fieldwork.   

This experience has also driven home to me that no matter what I do and where I 
end up, I need to be able to connect to the people who live where my primates do. I hope 
that my work will be based in applicability to conservation, and the only way that I think I 
can do effective conservation is to understand where I am and what people are concerned 
about. Primates Peru has helped ground me here in the Amazon – now I get to go out and 
find my own bearings and become as familiar with my own monkeys and their habits as 
Mini and Gideon have helped me become with theirs. 

 

Erin Kane and Mini Watsa breaking for lunch. 
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It is said that ants account for more biomass than any other type of creature in 
the jungle.  One could spend hours walking through the jungle without seeing a single 
large mammal or reptile, but you could hardly avoid stepping on enormous ant 
colonies along the way.  Mini and I know from hours and hours of sitting in the jungle 
that ants are 
literally 
everywhere, and if 
you happen to have 
something they 
want then God help 
you! 

Before coming 
to CICRA, I never 
knew that ants 
communicate 
through scent, 
which explains why 
they are equally adept during the day and night.  Usually we spot them by their long 
orderly lines that cross our trails, though occasionally they spread out into a thick ant 
blanket that can only be crossed with a hop, skip and jump.  If you follow these lines or 
masses to their origin you’ll discover them living in every kind of space fathomable 
(underground, in large mounds, nests, tree hollows, etc.).  Only place I’ve yet to see 
ants thrive is underwater, but it wouldn’t surprise me either. 

So far during my short stint in the jungle, I’ve encountered one eminently lovable 
type of ant, one likable (if a not a nuisance) type, and a handful of abhorrent types. 

The eminently lovables are none other than the leafcutter ants, genus Atta.  I’ve 
grown accustomed to seeing so many of their enormous colonies on our daily routes 
that I’ve awarded prestigious names to a few that truly impress.  Among these are 
Bangalore, Bombay, New Delhi, and the late Chennai - not sure what led to Chennai’s 
sudden demise but the city was simply disserted after several rainy days.  These ant 
cities stand out for sheer population, urban sprawl size, and complex roadwork.  If you 
didn’t know that ants made roads, then let me be the first to inform you.  Leafcutter 
ants don’t simply make use of the forest’s tree fall paths and liana skyways, but 
literally move leaves and debris aside to construct highways along the ground.  The 
roads are paved with very finely cut leaf litter and include on-ramps, road forks, and 
even intersections that I liken to traffic circles.   I’ve never actually seen roadwork in 
process but I have seen a squad of soldier ants moving a fallen stick out of the way for 
their workers.  Once removed, the soldiers dispersed into various posts where they 
aided fallen workers and, presumably, defended the road…  Continued at 
www.primatesperu.com/blog. 
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PrimatesPeru Health-list 

Mini 
20 Chiggers 
1 Plant 
Attack 
0 Head spikes 

Holly 
70 Chiggers 
2 Fire Ants 
0 Bullet Ants 
0 Wasps 
1 Plant Attack 

Erin 
49 Chiggers 
0 Fire Ants 

Karina 
12 Chiggers 
0 Wasp 
0 Fire ants 
0 Bullet Ant 

Here’s the tally for the month, not 
including mosquito bites… 

Gideon 
34 Chiggers 
0 Bott flies 
0 Chiky bites 
1 Cricket bite 


